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Common Fisheries Policy 
(1380/2013/EU)

PART I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 2 Objectives 
3. The CFP shall implement the ecosystem-based 
approach to fisheries management so as to ensure 
that negative impacts of fishing activities on the 
marine ecosystem are minimised, and shall 
endeavour to ensure that aquaculture and fisheries 
activities avoid the degradation of the marine 
environment. 



PART V SCIENTIFIC BASE FOR FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 

Article 25 Data requirements for fisheries management 
Member States shall, in accordance with the rules adopted in 
the area of data collection, collect biological, environmental, 
technical, and socio-economic data necessary for fisheries 
management, manage those data and make them available to 
end–users, including bodies designated by the Commission…..
Those data shall, in particular, enable the assessment of: 

(b) the level of fishing and the impact that fishing 
activities have on the marine biological resources and 
on the marine ecosystems; 



DCF recast proposal1

Another area is the need to increase synergies with the 
objectives of other EU legislation. This is primarily the case for 
The Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD), which aims 
at reaching "good environmental status" of the EU's marine 
waters by 2020, and is to be assessed, among other tools, by 
11 qualitative descriptors, some of which are directly or 
indirectly related to fisheries. Through its revision, the DCF 
should ensure that data can be used also for the 
purpose of implementing the MSFD.

1http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2015:0294:FIN



REGULATION (EU) 2017/1004 recast

Article 5 Content and criteria for the establishment of 
the multiannual Union programme
1. The multiannual Union programme shall establish: 
(a) a detailed list of the data requirements to achieve the 
objectives set out in Articles 2 and 25 of Regulation (EU) No 
1380/2013; 
(b) data to assess the impact of Union fisheries on the marine 
ecosystem in and outside Union waters, including data on 
by-catch of non-target species, in particular species 
protected under Union or international law, data on 
impacts of fisheries on marine habitats, including 
vulnerable marine areas, and data on impacts of 
fisheries on food webs; 



Regional Coordination Groups
• In the new regulation the process by which data needs are 

determined is strongly anchored into regional cooperation
• Building on existing mechanisms of Regional Coordination 

Meetings, a continuous process coordinated by Regional Co-
ordination Groups (RCGs) should take place in each marine 
region

• These groups will consist of experts from Member States 
and the Commission, and decide on their rules of procedure

• Coordination within RCGs may result in joint 
recommendations in the form of a draft regional work plan 
regarding procedures, methods, quality assurance and 
quality control for collecting and processing of data



End users

Article 9 Regional coordination and 
cooperation 
7. Representatives of relevant end-users of 
scientific data, including the appropriate scientific 
bodies as referred to in Article 26 of Regulation 
(EU) No 1380/2013, regional fisheries management 
organisations, Advisory Councils and third countries 
shall be invited to attend the meetings of the 
regional coordination groups as observers, where 
necessary



Rules of Procedure for the Baltic Sea 
Regional Coordination Group

(version 23/11/2017)

8. Observer participation to the RCG meetings in accordance with Article 9(7) of 
Regulation 2017/1004 
8.1. In accordance with the Article 9(7) of the Regulation 2017/1004, RCG shall invite as 
observers relevant end users of scientific data, including appropriate scientific bodies as 
referred to in Article 26 of Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013, regional fisheries 
management organizations, Advisory Councils and third countries, when necessary. 
8.2 Observers referred to in article 9 of the Regulation 2017/1004 may indicate interest 
to participate in the RCG by sending the following information to the chair of the RCG. 
The justification send by the potential observer shall contain the following information: 
• Indicate the relevance of their participation from the Common Fisheries Policy and/or 
fisheries management point of view and
• Indicate their data interest as accurately as possible relevant to that RCG and 
• Indicate the scientific bodies/groups in their relevant institution or country conducting 
the scientific analyses based on the relevant data and 
• Indicate the management body with a legal mandate for fisheries management within 
the CFP for which the scientific analysis based on the RCG data is conducted for and
• Indicate how, to whom and where the results of the scientific analysis referred above 
are intended to made available and
• Organizational details and details of the representative to be nominated  to participate 
• Commitment to comply with the rules and conditions set by the RCG and any other 
information considered relevant by the potential observer.  



8.3 The RCG annual meeting shall consider the information provided and may request 
additional information.
8.4 The RCG shall decide by consensus of the Member States present at the annual 
meeting which observers shall be invited to the RCG meetings. 
8.4. With the exception to what is said above, the International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea (ICES) has a permanent possibility to participate all RCG 
meetings.
8.5. After a written confirmation from the RCG chairperson, observers have the 
possibility to participate to the RCG meetings. The conditions set for the participation 
may include, but are not limited to, limitations on participation to RCG meetings or group 
work, limits on access to data or to be present when data is presented or available, 
possibility to provide written contributions or to give presentations. 
8.6. Observers are bound with the conditions referred above. If there are justified 
reasons to consider , that one or more of the conditions set by the RCG in the written 
confirmation or otherwise, are violated repeatedly or seriously by the observer, the 
necessity of the observer to participate or the conditions for the participation may be re-
evaluated. The observer/organisation shall be informed of this, including the results of 
the re-evaluation, by a letter from the RCG chairperson after consulting and in consent 
with the national correspondents of the RCG responding to the chairperson’s 
consultation. 



Commission Implementing Decision 
(EU) 2016/1251

• Provides details on the data requirements and on the 
temporal and spatial distribution and the frequency by 
which data will be collected

• Includes the model (in form of tables) in the annex as 
regards the presentation of data by the Member States in 
their work plans

• Table 1F refers to the Incidental by-catch of birds, 
mammals, reptiles and fish and Pilot Study 2 concerns the 
Level of fishing and impact of fisheries on biological 
resources and marine ecosystem



Member states Work Plan for data 
collection in the fisheries and 
aquaculture sectors 2017-2019

• https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/wps

19 Member States have revised their WPs for 2018-2019

Most Baltic MS do not seem to have included pilot studies to 
estimate the level of impact of fisheries on the marine 
ecosystem
MS have made provisions to record incidental bycatches

https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/wps


Summary

• Environmental data are requested under the CFP to assess 
the impact that fishing activities have on the marine 
biological resources and on the marine ecosystems

• Relevant data on these types of impact could be collected 
through existing or modified DCF mechanisms and 
therefore, at minimum costs, also serve the purpose of 
improving knowledge of the marine environment

• Regulation (EU) 2017/1004 on the establishment of a Union 
framework for the collection, management and use of data 
in the fisheries sector and support for scientific advice 
defines the data to be collected 



• These include data on by-catch of non-target species, in 
particular species protected under Union or international 
law, data on impacts of fisheries on marine habitats, 
including vulnerable marine areas, and data on impacts of 
fisheries on food webs

• In the new regulation the process by which data needs are 
determined is strongly anchored into regional cooperation

• In this regional process, relevant end-users of scientific 
data, shall be invited to attend the meetings of the regional 
coordination groups as observers

• End users need to follow the process established in the 
Rules of Procedure of each RCG

• MS should coordinate internally regarding their data needs 
with their Data collection correspondents (list available 
https://datacollection.jrc.ec.europa.eu/national-
correspondent)



Future relevant meetings

• EWG 18-04
Review of mandatory surveys
14 May 2018 5 days Varese

• Meeting with end users
1st October 2018

• Regional Coordination Groups
September 2018

https://stecf.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ewg1804


Thank you for your attention



Commission Implementing Decision 
(EU) 2016/1251

• (a) For all types of fisheries, incidental by-catch of all birds, 
mammals and reptiles and fish protected under Union 
legislation and international agreements, including the 
species listed in Table 1D, including absence in the catch, 
during scientific observer trips on fishing ships or by the 
fishers themselves through logbooks. Where data collected 
during observer trips are not considered to provide 
sufficient data on incidental by-catch for end-user needs, 
other methodologies, shall be implemented by Member 
States. The selection of these methodologies shall be 
coordinated at marine region level and be based on end-
user needs. 



• (b) Data to assist in the assessment of the impact of 
fisheries in Union waters and outside Union waters on 
marine habitats. The variables used for assessing the 
impact of fisherie on marine habitat shall be those recorded 
under Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009. Data shall be 
disaggregated at fishing activity level 3, unless a lower 
level of aggregation is required at regional level, in 
particular in the case of marine protected areas. 

• When data recorded under Regulation (EC) No 1224/2009 
are not at the correct resolution or are not of sufficient 
quality or coverage for the intended scientific use, they 
shall be collected in an alternative way by using appropriate 
sampling methods. Data as recorded under Regulation (EC) 
No 1224/2009 are to be made available at the appropriate 
level of aggregation to the national institutions 
implementing the work plans. 



• (c) Data for estimating the level of fishing and the impact of 
fishing activities on marine biological resources and on 
marine ecosystems, such as effects on non-commercial 
species, predator-prey relationships and natural mortality 
of fish species in each marine region. These data shall be 
first assessed within pilot studies. Based on the outcomes 
of these pilot studies, Member States shall determine future 
data collection specific for each marine region, coordinated 
at marine region level and based on end-user needs.



• Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/1701  -
provides details on the temporal and spatial distribution 
and the frequency by which data will be collected and 
includes the model (in form of tables) in the annex as 
regards the presentation of data by the Member States in 
their work plans

• Where the multiannual Union programme refers to a pilot 
study or simplified methodology, Member States shall 
describe such a study, including the aim, duration, 
methodology and expected outcomes

• In this decision in Annex I, Table 1F refers to the Incidental 
by-catch of birds, mammals, reptiles and fish and Pilot 
Study 2 concerns the Level of fishing and impact of 
fisheries on biological resources and marine ecosystem 

• Under the request of the European Commission the STECF 
has developed new Annual Report templates on the 
implementation of data collection by Member States



Annex I: table 1F



Annex I: Pilot study 2
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